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Helpful Links 
and Resources
Who Handles What
A breakdown of roles &
responsibilities for CA,
Village Associations, and 
the County.
https://www.columbiaassocia
tion.org/about-us/who-
handles-what

Howard County’s 
Search Development 
Plans Website
An interactive map with 
the most up-to-date
information on upcoming
public meetings and
development proposals.
https://data.howardcountymd
.gov/search_plans/search_pl
ans_web.aspx

Howard County
Department of Planning
and Zoning Land
Development Website
Resources for understanding
the development process.
https://www.howardcountym
d.gov/planning-zoning/land-
development

Inside: • Proposed Development
• HoCo by Design
• Transportation

Columbia Association (CA) has a unique role in the Columbia 
community as a major landowner, steward of the environment, and 
provider of community, recreational, and cultural services. We 
encourage our fellow community members to get involved, stay 
informed, and engage with County decision-makers to help shape 
Columbia’s future.

Spotlight on Columbia: Planning and Development provides the 
community and CA leadership guidance on where they can access 
information on and engage with County planning initiatives, 
upcoming public meetings, and significant development occurring 
in and around Columbia. CA's Community Development and Real 
Estate Services Division (CDRES) normally prepares the 
publication monthly. To stay up to date with the most recent 
development and planning information please check in frequently 
with the County at https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning.
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On Hiatus - Returning January, 2023
Spotlight on Columbia will not be published in 
October, November, or December of 2022. You can 
stay informed and up-to-date while we are away by 
using the links and resources provided throughout 
this publication.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/about-us/who-handles-what/
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/land-development


Proposed Developments

Who are the decision makers?
See agendas, submitted documents and register to attend or submit testimony.

Zoning and Land Use: Howard County Zoning Board, Board of Appeals, and 
Hearing Examiner https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use
Planning and Zoning are legislative functions in Howard County and the County Council 
is charged with adopting and/or amending the General Plan, Zoning Regulations, and 
Zoning Maps. Council Members also serve as the Zoning Board in Howard County 
when making decisions on piecemeal zoning map amendments or certain development 
plans that fall within their purview. Both the Hearing Examiner and the Board of 
Appeals (BOA) are appointed by the Council.
Except for zoning and land use functions reserved solely for the County Council, the 
BOA hears appeals of administrative decisions made by other bodies and makes 
decisions on some zoning matters such as authorizing variances from the zoning 
regulations. The Hearing Examiner(s) also conduct hearings and make decisions on 
matters that fall within the jurisdiction of the BOA. 

Howard County Boards and Commissions
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boards-
commissions
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Want to Learn More?

More expansive definitions of 
the terms and explanations of 
the roles and responsibilities for 
the entities listed here are found 
in the Howard County Zoning 
Regulations, available online at: 
https://library.municode.com/md/
howard_county

Use the search tool to look up 
what a piecemeal zoning map 
amendment is or to see who 
does what in what circumstance.

These citizen boards conduct studies and reviews, 
advise and make recommendations, and serve as 
decision-makers within their assigned duties and 
responsibilities.  Members are appointed by the County 
Executive and confirmed by the County Council. In the 
New Town district, most proposed development projects 
are reviewed and final decisions made by the Planning 
Board.

Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning

DPZ is an administrative agency under the Executive 
Branch responsible for preparing studies and plans, 
administering and implementing regulations, and guiding 
growth and development in the County.
DPZ is staffed by technical experts and professionals. 
They are a great resource on matters small and large 
and a "Planner of the Day" is available to answer 
questions at 410-313-2350.

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boards-commissions
https://library.municode.com/md/howard_county


HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

General Plan Links and
Resources
Learn more and provide feedback in the 
General Plan process by:

HoCo Design Website
https://www.hocobydesign.com

Howard County Department of Planning 
and Zoning Community Plans
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning/community-planning

Look Out for Upcoming 
Public Engagement 
Opportunities
Sign up to receive information about 
upcoming meetings, activities, and to be 
notified when new material is posted at: 

https://www.hocobydesign.com/register

The General Plan is a long-term vision and policy document that will set the course for the 
next 20 years. The plan will inform future decisions on land use, transportation, economic 
development, parks and recreation, housing, capital projects, and the myriad of other 
choices that impact how our community will serve future generations. Do not miss out on 
the opportunity to participate.
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Source: Courtesy of Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning



HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

Watch the recorded meetings, read the current draft chapters, and learn about upcoming 
future chapters at https://www.hocobydesign.com/draft-plan-materials.

4 On Hiatus 2022

Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning and their consultant team released the 
draft Planning Theme Chapters throughout 2022. The themes reflect community input 
gathered over the past engagement process, the physical assessment reports, and advisory 
committees

Source: Courtesy of Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning

https://www.hocobydesign.com/economic-prosperity#Meeting


HoCo by Design
General Plan Update
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Why participate in the General Plan process? 

Hearing about the opportunities and challenges facing our community and sharing your 
thoughts on what future you want for Howard County is one of the most effective ways you 
can have a direct impact on shaping our community for decades to come!  

The infographic below details how the General Plan will influence decisions moving forward 
and how the Plan fits with other plans, regulations, and processes.

Source: Courtesy of Howard County Department of Planning and Zoning



Transportation 
Planning
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Transportation Links and Resources
Learn more and engage with transportation projects at:

GoHoward.org - Information on ridesharing, transit, biking, and other alternatives to driving by 
yourself in Howard County.

Howard County Office of Transportation https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation

Howard County Department of Public Works https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works

Who is CDRES?
Community Development & Real
Estate Services coordinates CA’s
interaction with local government,
civic, and community-based
organizations on transportation, 
land use, master planning and
design initiatives. 

The division also manages and
processes easement requests and
oversees encroachment related
review. This department regularly
interacts and engages CA residents
and stakeholders on public
education and engagement
initiatives and neighbor relations
where CA open space and adjacent
properties are located.

https://gohoward.org/
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/explore-columbia/development/



