
• Understand how and where to plug into Howard
County’s Planning and Land Development Process;

• Know what CA has its eye on and how we are engaging
with notable projects;

• Learn more about the historical legacy of Columbia as a
master planned community, how your community is
shaped by CA and your local Village Association, and
how our role differs from public entities like Howard County.

Spotlight 
on Columbia:
Planning and 
Development
July 2022

Columbia Association (CA) has a unique role in the Columbia 
community as a major landowner, steward of the environment, and 
provider of community, recreational, and cultural services. We 
encourage our fellow community members to get involved, stay 
informed, and engage with County decision-makers to help shape 
Columbia’s future.

Spotlight on Columbia: Planning and Development provides 
the community and CA leadership an at-a-glance overview of 
County planning initiatives, upcoming public meetings, and 
significant development occurring in and around Columbia. We 
hope it will help you:

Helpful Links 
and Resources
Who Handles What
A breakdown of roles &
responsibilities for CA,
Village Associations, and 
the County.
https://www.columbiaassocia
tion.org/about-us/who-
handles-what

Howard County’s 
Search Development 
Plans Website
An interactive map with 
the most up-to-date
information on upcoming
public meetings and
development proposals.
https://data.howardcountymd
.gov/search_plans/search_pl
ans_web.aspx

Howard County
Department of Planning
and Zoning Land
Development Website
Resources for understanding
the development process.
https://www.howardcountym
d.gov/planning-zoning/land-
development

Inside:
• Proposed Development
• HoCo by Design
• Transportation
• CA Speaker Series

Each month we will highlight a selection of development or 
planning projects being proposed in or around Columbia that are of 
particular interest to CA. This is not intended to be a comprehensive 
list and may or may not include projects you want to specifically 
know about. To stay up to date with the most recent development 
and planning information please check in frequently with the County 
at https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning.
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https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/about-us/who-handles-what/
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/land-development


Proposed Developments
Key Highlights

Who are the decision makers?
See agendas, submitted documents and register to attend or submit testimony.
Zoning and Land Use: Howard County Zoning Board and Hearing Examiner
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use
Howard County Boards and Commissions
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boardscommissions

All renderings source: DAP PRESENTATION Sept & Nov. 2021

Source: CA CDRES

2 July 2022

Southlake Medical Office Building
SDP-22-019
Redevelopment of the lower Whole Foods parking 
lot next to the Lake Kittamaqundi pathway. Consists 
of a six story medical office building with four stories 
of office over a two story garage and public terrace 
area.

Columbia Association Board of Directors approved 
several easements on our adjacent property 
associated with this project, including for new 
pathways that will improve pedestrian and bicycle 
connectivity between the redevelopment site and 
the Lake Kittamaqundi loop.  

Downtown  Development Review Process Steps and Community Input Opportunities

Next Public Meeting: 
Planning Board, July 7, 2022 at 7 pm

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boards-commissions
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use


Proposed Developments Key Highlights
Source of all renderings: Design Advisory Panel  Presentation February 9, 2022 
Use the Howard County Boards and Commissions link above and select past 
meeting and materials for the DAP to see the full slide decks.
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Downtown  Development Review Process Steps and Community Input Opportunities

Lakefront North, Downtown Columbia

FDP-DC-L-2A
Petition to amend the 2020 approved FDP and Neighborhood Design Guidelines:
775 Residential Units (125 Age Restricted) to 775 Residential Units (10% Affordable) 
200,000 SF Office & 150,000 SF Retail/Restaurant to 85,000 SF Retail/Restaurant 
Max building height of 145 feet & 9 stories to 145 feet &13 stories for select parcels 
Above grade parking to above & below grade parking as well as proposed 
adjustments to street and open space alignments and guideline descriptions.

Who is CDRES?
Community Development & Real Estate 
Services coordinates CA’s interaction with 
local government, civic, and community-based 
organizations on transportation, land use, 
master planning and design initiatives. 

The division also manages and processes 
easement requests and oversees 
encroachment related review. This department 
regularly interacts and engages CA residents 
and stakeholders on public education and 
engagement initiatives and neighbor relations 
where CA open space and adjacent properties 
are located.

SDP-22-019
Partial redevelopment of the Lakefront North 
neighborhood with a mixed-use development 
consisting of 25,000 SF retail/restaurant space 
and 675 residential units spread between 
three main buildings. The site plan also 
includes new roadways, open space areas, 
and pedestrian/bicycle facilities. 

CA's CDRES Division is engaged in 
discussion with Howard Hughes around 
implementation of the Downtown Columbia 
Plan's vision for this neighborhood and site 
design impacts to CA property. Staff is 
currently processing easement requests 
associated with this development to be 
scheduled before the CA Board of Directors 
for approval. 

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-zoning/planning-zoning-boards-commissions
https://cc.howardcountymd.gov/Zoning-Land-Use


Planning Board 
July 7, 2022 at 7pm

Southlake Medical Office Building

SDP-20-042, Lakeview LLC 
Worksession to act on Board of Appeals 
Decision and Order BA-781D.

July 21, 2022 at 7pm 

FDP-204-A-1,  Village of Harper's Choice 
Amendment to the FDP to allow an 
accessory apartment use on a single 
residential lot.

August 4, 2022 at 7pm 

F-22-016, Wynne Property
Subdivide 1.05 acres into two lots for single
family detached dwellings.

Presubmission 
Community Meeting
Scott Property 
Subdivide 9.75 acres for 18 single family 
detached dwellings at 6479 & 6485 South 
Trotter Road, Clarksville, MD. Meeting to be 
held July 6, 2022 at 6 pm at Clarksville 
Middle School.   

Upcoming Meetings What is an Accessory 
Apartment?

Howard County zoning 
regulations define these as a 
second dwelling unit located 
within a single-family detached 
dwelling.  They are allowed for all 
residential uses in the New Town 
Zoning District as long as they 
meet certain lot size, design, and 
owner occupancy criteria. 
Residential property owners who 
do not meet all the criteria 
requirements can seek a FDP 
amendment to allow this use on 
their particular lot.

What is an FDP?

There are more than 300 approved 
Final Development Plans (FDPs) for 
the New Town zoning district. These 
establish the allowable land uses for 
a particular portion of Columbia by 
listing specific uses or referencing 
other Howard County zoning 
districts. The FDPs also establish 
the applicable bulk regulations 
(building height, setbacks, etc.) and 
any unique criteria for the uses. 

Interested in looking at an FDP? 
Most are posted online at: https://
data.howardcountymd.gov/
DPZ_FDP/FDP_Web.aspx

4 July 2022

To see agendas, project materials, or register to attend upcoming meetings either use the 
links under the "Who are the decision makers?" section or use the keyword search 
feature at https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx

https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx
https://data.howardcountymd.gov/DPZ_FDP/FDP_Web.aspx


Upcoming Meetings

What is an Administrative 
Adjustment? 
The Department of Planning and 
Zoning is authorized to adjust the 
bulk regulations (setbacks, height, 
etc.) in an amount that does not 
exceed 20% of the current 
requirement.  The DPZ Director, or 
their designee, will hold a hearing 
and either grant or deny the 
property owner's petition utilizing 
the same evaluation process used 
for variance cases.* Administrative 
Adjustments may not be granted 
for density or minimum lot size 
changes.

The Administrative Adjustment 
process is also used to adjust 
zoning district map lines to better 
follow property lot boundaries, 
roads, rivers, or other clear 
boundaries.

*To learn about variances, revisit the June 
edition of Spotlight on Columbia or contact 
DPZ for a more detailed explanation.

5 July 2022

Hearing Examiner

Yoltay Property, BA 22-002CC
July 5, 2022 at 5:30 pm
Conditional Use Petition requesting use of 
an existing two-story residential dwelling as 
a two family dwelling at 7079 Guilford 
Road, Columbia, MD.

Scott Property, BA-22-007C
July 28, 2022 at 5:30 pm
Conditional Use Petition requesting to 
develop 25 age-restricted adult housing 
units at 6479 & 6485 South Trotter Road, 
Clarksville, MD.

Administrative 
Adjustment

AA-22-004, Rose Knopp
August 3, 2022 at 10:30 am
Petition to reduce the 30' side setback to 
accommodate a deck.

To see agendas, project materials, or register to attend upcoming meetings either use the 
links under the "Who are the decision makers?" section or use the keyword search 
feature at https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx

https://data.howardcountymd.gov/search_plans/search_plans_web.aspx


Proposed Developments

Source: CA CDRES

Source: CA CDRES

1. Fairway Hills Hole #2

2. Old Montgomery Road

6 July 2022

1. Fairway Hills Hole #2, ECP-22-059 Environmental 
Concept Plan to relocate a cart path at CA's Fairway 
Hills golf course.

2. Old Montgomery Meadows,
ECP-22-052, S-22-006, WP-22-093
The proposed development of 12 single-family detached 
homes at 9005 Old Montgomery Road.

3. Ranleagh Court, SDP-22-051
The proposed redevelopment of an existing affordable 
townhome community with an 82-unit mixed income 
apartment complex. Located between Turnabout Lane 
and Little Patuxent Parkway.

4. 6000 Jerry's Drive, ECP-22-074
Environmental Concept Plan associated with the 
proposed development of 2 single-family detached 
homes.

5. New Path Reformed Church, SDP-22-007
The proposed development of a church at MD 108 and 
Centennial Lane.

6. Yali Li Property, F-22-026
Propsed development of 2 single-family detached 
homes.

7. Raising Caine's, SDP-22-035
The proposed development of a restaurant.

The following projects recently (re)submitted 
plans to the Howard County Department of 
Planning and Zoning.

3. Ranleagh Court

Source: CA CDRES



Proposed Developments

Source: CA CDRES

Source: CA CDRES

5. New Path Reformed Church

7. Raising Caine's

7 July 2022

If you are interested in learning more about 
these projects, their status, or would like to 
discuss the project with County planning staff: 
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning Go to Additional Information - “Search 
for Development Plans” and use the Keyword 
search feature by typing in the project 
number (ex. SDP-__-___) or project name to 
access more information.



HoCo by Design
General Plan Update

General Plan Links and
Resources
Learn more and provide feedback in the 
General Plan process:

HoCo Design Website
https://www.hocobydesign.com

Howard County Department of Planning 
and Zoning Community Plans
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/planning-
zoning/community-planning

Watch the recorded meetings, read the current draft chapters, and learn about upcoming future 
chapters at https://www.hocobydesign.com/draft-plan-materials. Released chapters include:

Dynamic Neighborhoods: This chapter focuses on issues of housing need, associated 
infrastructure and amenities, and strategies for balancing and directing growth.

Quality by Design: This chapter focuses on issues of character and design for existing and new 
development from historic to modern communities and within their natural environmental settings. 

Life Outdoors: This chapter focuses on environmental stewardship, compatibility between nature 
and the built environment, and climate change mitigation and adaptation.

Also check out the Draft Future Land Use Map.

8 July 2022

Howard County Department of Planning and 
Zoning and their consultant team will be 
releasing draft Planning Theme Chapters 
throughout 2022. The themes reflect community 
input gathered over the past engagement 
process, the physical assessment reports, and 
advisory committees.

Source: HoCo By Design Project Status Update, Accessed July 1, 2022



Transportation Planning
Selected Highlights

Transportation Links and
Resources
Learn more and engage with transportation projects at:

Public Input Meeting - Proposed Bike Lanes After Repaving
Virtual public meeting on July 13, 2022, 6 - 7:30 pm
Register to attend at: https://bikehoward.com/projects/resurfacing-projects/
Howard County is repaving four segments of road and seeking feedback on proposals 
to include new bike lanes as part of these projects. The four segments include Hickory 
Ridge Rd from Little Patuxent Pkwy to Cedar Ln, Old Montgomery Rd from MD 108 to 
University Blvd, Thunder Hill Rd from Lightning View Rd to MD 108, and Twin Rivers Rd 
from Harpers Farm Rd to Jason Ln.

9 July 2022

Source: Howard County Office of Transportation, BAG Presentation

GoHoward.org - Information on ridesharing, transit, biking, and other alternatives to driving by 
yourself in Howard County.

Howard County Office of Transportation https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation

Howard County Department of Public Works https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works

https://www.howardcountymd.gov/public-works
https://www.howardcountymd.gov/transportation
https://gohoward.org/
https://bikehoward.com/projects/resurfacing-projects/


Transportation Planning 
Selected Highlights

10 July 2022

Bike to the Lakefront for Fourth of July BikeHoCo is offering a FREE bike corral (think 
"coat check" for your bike) where your bike will be safely parked and watched over while 
you enjoy the festivities at the Lakefront.  The corral will be open on July 4th from 3 - 10 pm 
in front of The Pearl in the Whole Foods lower parking lot.  Need to drive part of the way? 
The villages of Oakland Mills and Wilde Lake also welcome you to park in their villages or 
at Blandair Regional Park and ride the fully lighted pathway system to Downtown Columbia. 
Avoid sitting in traffic and make a new holiday tradition by biking to the fireworks and 
festivities! Looking for the safest routes? Check out these curated routes. 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Counters Installed: 
In June, two permanent pedestrian and bicycle 
counters were installed along CA pathways.  The 
two count locations are at Lake Elkhorn, CA's most 
heavily used pathway loop, and at the eastern side 
of the U.S. 29 pedestrian bridge, which is a crucial 
non-vehicular link in Columbia's network of 
pathways and trails. 

CA partnered with Howard County's Office of 
Transportation to apply for grant funding from the 
national Recreational Trails Program for purchase 
and installation of the automated bicycle and 
pedestrian counters. The data gives CA and 
Howard County a better understanding of who 
travels in these key locations, the impact of past 
improvements and will provide invaluable 
understanding on how the pathway system is 
utilized year-round. 

The bike counters are a realization of CA's 
continuing investment in evaluating, promoting, 
and improving Columbia's pathway network. The 
permanent counters continue a 6-year volunteer-
driven annual count effort. Check out what we 
learned from the count program at CA's website.

https://bikehoco.org/
https://www.columbiaassociation.org/explore-columbia/development/bicycle-and-pedestrian-counts/
https://gohoward.org/biking-to-the-lakefront-in-dtc/
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Columbia is changing.
What is changing? How is it changing? Why does it matter?

AN IMPORTANT COMMUNITY DISCUSSION

Save
theDate

You’re invited to an interactive
session and panel discussion
about how Columbia’s built
environment has evolved, 
how we balance preservation
and development and how 
to get involved in the 
decision-making process.
Childcare (preregistration required) and light snacks
provided. For additional information, please visit
ColumbiaAssociation.org/Change.

Tuesday, July 26
7-8:30pm
Slayton House
10400 Cross Fox Lane, Columbia, MD 21044 Change inColumbia 

Presented by Columbia Association
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