
Minutes  

CA Senior Advisory Committee   

September 15, 2022 

Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 2:30   

Members/Liaisons present/excused/absence: Sharonlee Vogel (Chair), David Zeitzer, 

Elizabeth Johnson, Pete Brunner, Celinda Grier, Leslie Barnett (CA), Ginny Thomas (CA 
Board), Terri Hansen (HC Office on Aging); Guest: Guest – Councilmember Deb Jung 

Excused:  Genie Wessel (Vice Chair), Roger Chan, Rene Dubois (River Hill Village 
Manager) 

Approval of Agenda:  Mary moved to have the agenda approved; David seconded. The  
Agenda was approved as submitted.   

Approval of Minutes: Ginny moved that the August 11, 2022, Minutes be approved; 

David seconded. The Minutes were approved as submitted.   

Guest Presentation: Ms. Deb Jung reviewed Bill No 52-2022 which she introduced 
recently to the County Council.   The bill is an Aging-in-Community Tax Credit 
modification to lift the cap and increases the assessed value of the home to $650,000 on 
Title 20 Taxes, Charges and Fees, Subtitle 1, Real Property Tax; administration, credit and 
enforcement. 

The tax credit currently requires people be in the home for 35 years.  The SAC is 
recommending that the tax credit be portable, since many people live in the county for 
more than 35 years but not necessarily the same home due to upgrading and then 
downsizing.    

There is opposition to this bill by people (including the county executive) who say there 
will not be enough money for schools if this bill is passed.  Deb does not believe this is 
true as last year the county finished $214 million more than budgeted in revenue.  
Property taxes in 2021 were $30 million more than in 2020. The average price of a house in 
HC went up 17% in 2021.  

The current projections of the Aging-in-Community Tax Credit are $3.2 million for FY24, 
$3.5 million in FY25, $3.6 in FY26 and FY27 $3.6 and $3.1 in FY28.  

Howard County's Director of Finance estimates that this bill will cost an additional $1.9 
million the first year, $2.2 million the second year, $2.8 the third year, $3.4 the fourth year, 
and $10.4 the fifth year. 



The auditor hired by Deb estimates increase are FY24 - $1.4, FY25 - $1.4, FY26 - $1.7, FY27 - 
$2.1, FY28 - $3.1  

David pointed out that many seniors are leaving Howard County.  Seniors pay a large 
amount of taxes and do not use the resources such as schools.   

Seniors are also the highest number of volunteers in the county.  

Deb said that less than 50% of eligible people use this credit. Members of the SAC 
commented that it is not well publicized, it’s difficult to find information on the website 
and the paperwork is onerous.  

 The SAC would like an amendment added to make it portable.    

Deb is concerned that if it’s made portable that would cost an additional $21 million.  

It’s important that we voice our opinion.  Public testimony is Monday night, Sept. 19, the 
bill will be voted on a week later. Testimony can be done via email, webEx.  

Deb said some other council members may suggest amendments to the bill, for example,   
limiting  it to people of a certain income, changing the assessed value of the home form 
$650K back to $550K.  

There was a discussion about the garnering support for the bill from the CA Board/ 
Council. Ginny suggested people participate in resident speakout.  

 

Liaison Reports:   

CA – Leslie reminded that Walk with a Doc is starting in October.   

There’s no update on village demographics from CA yes; they still use old Census data. 

Columbia Gym will have a special class: Yoga for Happy Wrists and Hands on October 8th, 
which will include several stretching and strengthening movements that will increase 
flexibility and strength in your hands and wrists, while decreasing pain. The Cost is $20 
members; $25 nonmembers. 

The Art Center Show,  A Brush with History is up through Oct 17th and the next 
show Quiet Pride is Oct 27 - Nov 20th. 
The budget process is underway and shared information on public input.  

The Village in Howard  - Mary McGraw   Village going back to where we were before 
COVID, more in person activities.  Membership is stable at 180. 

 

HC Office on Aging - Terri Hansen    Will have demographic information next week 
and will send it to Sharonlee who will forward to the group.  



Sept 28th is Bain Center Grand Reopening. There will be activities will be all day.  It now 

has a fitness center.  

Oct 7th is Ageism Awareness Day - started in Australia last year.  The County is having a 
meeting next week to discuss possible related events.  

 

Old Business 

Sharonlee reported that the name Aging Well in Columbia Advocacy Committee  
overwhelmingly was the favorite.   

 

Pearl moved to send it request a name change with the CA Board, Celinda seconded it. It 

passed unanimously.  Leslie will put into proper format and submit to the CA 
Board/Council quickly.  

 

Mary asked about the previous Columbia Community Exchange position and if it would 

be continued.  Leslie explained the reason why it was not budgeted to continue.  There 
was a discussion about the repair cafes which many people thought CA organized.   
Leslie explained that this was not a CA program but was done in partnership with the 
Repair Cafe organization.   

 

All Member sharing - 2 Minutes Each  

● Mary - Everybody is happy, food trucks are coming in regularly to the 
neighborhood, with is nice.  

● David - David is going on vacation to Spain, first trip they’ve done in three years. 
They’ve had lot of new people moving in, and they got new chairs in the lobby.   

● Pete - No report  
● Pearl - East Columbia 50+ Center is going up next to the Library.  Pearl will 

advocate for a new name of the Center.  
● Celinda - Sent out request for feedback about senior concerns etc… People 

reported that having trouble with sidewalks buckling at the seams. Other 
members let her know this is something that should be reported to the County, 
it is not CA.  It can be reported on Tell HoCo website or by contacting the 
County Council representative.  
Update on Hickory Ridge Village Center- the Zoning Board has rejected the 
proposal of an eight-story apartment building. Recently found out that Kimco is 
going to appeal the decision.  There are issues of cleanliness, and the Center is 
nearly empty, the only thing that is open at night is Giant.  There was an issue at 
the Atholton High School football game last week.   

● Elizabeth - Wilde Lake is having a shredding event Oct 22nd. 

 

 

Next Meetings: November 17, 2022; January 19, March 16, May 18,  July 20, 
September 21, November 16, 2023.  


